Spina bifida also shows a relationship to chronic hydrocephalus, for the cure of the former sometimes ends in the production of the latter. It may also be observed that hydrocephalus is one of the commonest of intra-uterine diseases; and, lastly, children are sometimes born with hydrocephalus, spina bifida, and club-foot combined. These facts suggest that these relationships may not be accidental.
Case I.?Mrs. T., a healthy-looking woman, who had already given birth to four healthy children, was confined on 6th February, 1892. The labour was normal, but the child (a female) had a spina bifida situated over the lumbar region. The tumour was about the size of the half of an orange, and was covered at the sides by healthy skin, while the central part of the covering was a thin transparent membrane, thrown slightly into folds, and of this the lower part was ulcerated and leeting. The finger could feel the edges of the everted laminae.
My attention was drawn to the condition of the legs and feet. When undisturbed, the child lay with its thighs drawn up, the legs crossing each other beyond the knees, and the soles of the feet were applied to the convexities of the backs of the thighs. There was no rigidity in the attitude, and the feet were not deformed, but the ankle joints were somewhat loose, allowing the feet to be easily turned inwards, and the soles to be placed in apposition. The was felt, but the total amount of liquor was less than usual. She also said the abdominal enlargement was less than in her former pregnancy. The child was a male. During the progress of the labour it was observed that the legs were bent up in front of the body, with the feet in the neighbourhood of the chin, and the hands between them and the face.
The child had been rolled up in a cramped position, and this attitude was retained after birth.
The legs crossed beyond the knees, the left being outermost. The left foot was moulded round the right leg, and retained this set; but it was not rigidly fixed. The right foot was jammed against the arm, and was in a condition of rigid talipes equino-varus. The hip-joints were stiff', and the legs could not be brought down without using considerable force. The knee-joints were even more rigid, and the lower legs were slightly overextended. The child had little or no neck, and the head, which seemed large, rested immediately on the upper end of the body. The arms were well formed, while the legs were thin. The rolled-up child was strikingly pear-shaped, as if it had been adapted in an unusual manner to the shape of the uterus.
There was a spina bifida situated about the centre of the back, measuring over 2 inches long and nearly 2 broad, while it projected backwards three-quarters of an inch. The edges of the lamina were felt projecting and everted, especially at the lower part. The covering over the lower part was red, raw, and leeting, and over the upper part there was thin skin. The child lived for three days. 
